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Sunday, March 21, 2010 

Eucharist 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
July & Aug.  7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. 
Mon-Fri 6:45, 8:00, 11:30 a.m. 
July & Aug. 6:45 and 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Day Consult bulletin 
Holiday 9:00 a.m.  
 
Penance 
Saturday AT 4:30 p.m. in Church or by appointment. 
 
Baptism 
The sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated at a ceremony 
following the last Mass on the following dates: April 18, May 
30, June 27, July 25, August 22.  Please call the rectory to 
schedule the Baptism.  If this is your first child, please 
schedule several months in advance so that you can attend the 
pre-Baptismal class which takes place on a bi-monthly basis. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA 
A process for non-Catholics who wish to experience parish 
community and join the Catholic Church. Also for Catholics 
who wish to return to the Church or have not celebrated 
Eucharist. 

Marriage 
Arrangements must be made at the rectory ONE YEAR prior 
to date of Marriage. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is in the 
Ministry Center Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Liturgy until 
Benediction at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Anointing of Sick 
Communal celebration as scheduled or individual Anointing at 
home by appointment. 
 
Visitation to Homebound 
Contact the rectory to arrange for a visit to home, hospital or 
nursing home. 
 
The Word 
Academy of Our Lady  201-445-0622  
Pre-K-8th grade including before school and after school care. 
 
Religious Education  201-444-5690 
For children in grades K-8 who attend a public school. 
 
Parish Registration 
New parishioners and those not registered, please take a 
Welcome Packet from the Narthex. Please inform rectory 
when you move or change phone number. 

Mission Statement 
We, the parish community of St. Catharine, nourished and sustained by the Eucharist,  

are dedicated to spreading the Good News by word and example. 
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Blessing of Human Concerns Ministers 
As Lent is a time with special emphasis on almsgiving, our 
community would like to recognize the efforts of those 
parishioners who work caring for the poor, the ill, the displaced, 
and those with special needs.  At all regular Masses this 
weekend (March 20-21), all those involved in the Bereavement 
Ministry, Blood Drive, Eastern Christian Retreat, Human 
Concerns Committee, Eva’s Kitchen/CAP, Homeless Ministry, 
Resurrection Parish, Hospital Visitors, Care to Homebound, 
Respect Life, Work of Human Hands, Just Faith, Peace and 
Justice, Shawl Ministry, Health and Wellness Ministry, and 
Relay for Life are invited to be blessed at the Liturgy they 
attend.  In addition, those who organize outreach projects for 
people in need through other parish ministries are also invited 
to participate. 

What Do We Do Now? 
 

So many times we view things with a very narrow focus.  It is 
almost natural to do so.  Our relationship with God is meant to 
be personal, as we are called by name.  In the same way Lent 
is about personal conversion in which we engage in certain 
practices.  There is certain validity to all of that. 
 

However, as we approach the finish line, now just two weeks 
to the celebration of Easter and one week until we enter Holy 
Week, we examine just what are we preparing for, as we 
conclude this holy season.  In short, it is the Paschal Mystery: 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

There is “Good News” to be shared in a world that at times 
seems hopeless to so many people.  On Easter morning, a 
couple of women, depending on which Gospel you read, 
somehow experience the empty tomb and they are called by 
God to go out and share this message and experience.  Now 
2000 years later, it is something that all Christians rejoice in 
together. 
 

As we look to our calling as Christians it is about many things 
and chief among them is to celebrate that same “Good News”.  
We talk about this all the time because this challenge never 
ends.  Who can you invite back to church this Holy Week, be it 
Palm Sunday, Easter itself, or one of the celebrations of the 
Triduum.  Maybe it’s a family member, a neighbor, a co-worker 
but no matter who it is they may not get invited at all if you 
don’t do it. 
 

At times Churches run programs on “Coming Home for the 
Holidays”.  Yet, personal invitation by someone who knows 
you is far more effective.  There is much to celebrate about our 
parish and so I believe your invitation has context.  We are 
inviting people to experience the risen Christ in the midst of our 
community. 
 

All of that brings us to another essential point.  There will be 
many visitors and guests in our church over the next two 
weeks.  Our attitude needs to be one of warmth and 
welcoming and not resentment, they come two or three times a 
year, how dare they.  As Christians what we celebrate is real, 
new life, hope and good news that comes out of resurrection.  
Let’s be mighty witnesses who bring this “Good News” to all 
we meet.  

DECISIONS…DECISIONS…DECISIONS 
Sometimes life gets hectic and we put off important decision-
making!  One of those decisions may concern religion.  God 
speaks to us in many different ways.  This may be your 
opportunity to respond. 
→ If you are non-Catholic and have thought about becoming 

Catholic 
→ If you are a baptized Catholic but have not received 

Eucharist and/or Confirmation 
→ If you know of someone in the above two groups 
 

For information:  Call Father Tom or Joe Castoro – 201-445-
3703, email: parishoffice@stcatharinechurch.org or complete 
the form below and return it to the rectory. 
 

RCIA INTEREST FORM 
Name ______________________________Phone____________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________ 
 
 ______Non-Catholic and interested in becoming Catholic 
 

______Catholic and interested in receiving Eucharist / Confirmation 

Please be generous to the Homeless 
Ministries.  Look for the donation 
box in the Narthex.  Thank you! 

A Note From Fr. Joly... 
 

To the good and faithful people at St. Catharine: 
It was wonderful to be one with you in our Lord Jesus.  Thank 
you for your openness to the truth and power of our faith which 
offer us such a full and meaningful life in Christ.  Thank you too 
for your loving prayers and for all your support.  May GOD 
bless your Pastor, Fr. Tom and all who are entrusted  to his 
shepherding.  GOD bless the rest of your Lenten journey and 
may He reveal the life-changing power of His dying and rising 
in the victory of Easter.   
Peace and Love, Fr. Mike Joly 

Palm Sunday 
 

Next Sunday we will celebrate Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
and the beginning of Holy Week.  It is a solemn day when we 
recall just how much love God has for each of us.  The sacrifice of 
Christ on the Calvary Cross forgives our sins and gives us the 
promise of everlasting life in glory! 
 

All are invited to wear “red” when you come to Church next 
weekend and bring with you Operation Rice Bowl donations 
to feed the hungry.  ORB collection bins will be located in the 
narthex and alcove. 
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Presider’s Intention 
 

Saturday, March 20 
 5:30 p.m. Donna & Harold Ward  
   req. Denise & Damian Ward 
Sunday, March 21 
 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners 
 9:00 a.m. Catherine Maltese req. Martino Family 
 10:30 a.m. John Neville req. Joyce DeGondea 
 12:00 p.m. John DeVries req. Veronica DeVries 
Monday, March 22 
 6:45 a.m. Claire Jascenia req. John & Taina Strember 
 8:00 a.m. Robert Carroll req. McDonald Family 
 11:30 a.m. Catherine Kane req. McDonald Family 
Tuesday, March 23 
 6:45 a.m. Bridget Muir req. Yancius Family 
 8:00 a.m. Mary Lou Hull req. Charles & Carol Fox 
 11:30 a.m. Uncle Tony Prettitore req. Ed & Anna Dunn 
Wednesday, March 24 
 6:45 a.m. Geraldine Finnerty  
   req. Peg & Brendan Loonam 
 8:00 a.m. Patricia Hull Martin req. Dan & Karen Grady 
 11:30 a.m. Richard J. Cohan req. Ramsay Family 
Thursday, March 25 
 6:45 a.m. Appolonia Kadula req. Lorraine & John Casey 
 8:00 a.m. Joseph Hibo req. Mary & Benny Salerno 
 11:30 a.m. Rosina Manata req. Faye & Tony Asaro 
Friday, March 26 
 6:45 a.m. Rev. William Benedetto (Living) 
    req. Ed & Anna Dunn 
 8:00 a.m. Patricia Hull Martin req. Ramsay Family 
 11:30 a.m. Robert Carroll req. AOOL Students 
Saturday, March 27 
 9:00 a.m. Ted Baxter req. Mildred Baxter 
 5:30 p.m. Mario Galluccio req. Jeanne Frederiksen 
Sunday, March 28 
 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners 
 9:00 a.m. Richard J. Cohan, Esq.  
   req. Annette & Guy Gallagher 
 10:30 a.m. Margaret Kurowski req. Strand Family 
 12:00 p.m. Catherine Maltese  
   req. Annette & Guy Gallagher 

LENT, 2010 
 

A JOURNEY TO THE CROSS & RESURRECTION 
 

“Come, let us return to the Lord… 
         He will heal us…He will raise us up.” 
 

SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES 
 

Penance - in Church 
        Saturday, March 27 at 4:30 p.m. 
 Wednesday, March 31 at 12:00-1:00 & 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 (This is the LAST TIME Penance will be offered before Easter) 
 

CYO Stations of the Cross 
      Friday, April 2 at 7:30 p.m. in Church 
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
      Sundays at the 10:30 a.m. Liturgy 
 

Lenten Series: “Getting to Know the Real 
 Jesus”:  March 23 

The world desperately needs to know more about Jesus, and 
it is up to each of us to tell His story.  To help us carry out 
our sacred mission, and especially to know and understand 
recent discoveries about Jesus we offer these sessions held 
in Community Hall from 7:30-9:00 p.m.  Jim Crosson, 
parishioner and adjunct professor of theology at St. Peter’s 
and Felician Colleges with a specialty in the theology of 
Jesus will offer this series.  He is also a long-time actor, a 
media career that has given him a unique perspective on his 
study of the Lord. Please join us! 

 

Operation Rice Bowl -  
 The Woman Caught in Adultery 

The Lenten call to repentance is matched by the overwhelming 
compassion and forgiveness of God.  The story of the woman 
caught in adultery shows us that Jesus does not want to 
condemn us, but rather to place us on the path to new life.  Our 
prayer, fasting and learning. and giving with Catholic Relief 
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl opens paths to new life for our 
brothers and sisters in need. 

SCOUT PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
               MARCH 28th 

                          Boy Scout Troop 27 and Cub Scout                 
            Pack 27 will hold a Pancake Breakfast in the 
Msgr. Holmes Rec Building on Sunday, March 28th after 
all Masses.  Start your Palm Sunday off with delicious 
pancakes, sausages, bagels, juice, coffee and tea.  Tickets 
are $5 per adult ($7 at the door) and $4 for children 5 to 14.  
Children 4 and under eat free!  Advanced tickets may be 
purchased from any Scout in the Troop or Pack or by 
calling Bob Wilson at 973-238-9493. 

               Sharing the Gift of Treasure 
              “For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things     
                 and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may 

gain Christ.” - Philippians 3:8 
 

Learning to see our material possessions as 
just so much rubbish is an important step in 
growing closer to Jesus Christ.  Then we are 
able to give more freely and joyfully. 
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Lenten Penance Celebrations will 
be held for children in grades 3-6 on 
Monday, March 22nd and Tuesday, 
March 23rd during CCD classes.  
Children who are home schooled or 

in small groups are encouraged to attend one of these services 
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  For more info call 
the Rel. Ed. Office 201-444-5690. 
 

CCD Classes: Children were given “Lenten Helping Hands” at 
the beginning of Lent.  Children are asked to return these 
envelopes to their CCD teachers on Monday March 22nd, 
Tuesday, March 23rd and Wednesday, March 24th.  The money 
collected will be sent to the Holy Childhood Association of the 
Archdiocese to help needy children. 

ACADEMY OF OUR LADY 
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2010-2011 
New Pre-Kindergarten offerings include:  
3-year-old full day, 2-year-old two day and 
expanded four year old offerings. ALL 
REGISTRATION is ongoing.  Please call for 
details, a tour and application. 
 

Tours are available by appointment, 201-445-0622. 
 

Call to arrange “Buddy Day” Visits available for 
students entering Grades 2 - 8. 

baptismal certificates are required for registration.  
www.academyofourlady.com 

Consider the Academy of Our Lady Advantage! 

LITURGY OF THE WORD  
FOR CHILDREN 

THIS IS THE LAST WEEKEND UNTIL FALL - 
THANK YOU ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO 

MAKE THIS PROGRAM POSSIBLE! 

JR CYO 
MARCH MADNESS!! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 7-8:30 PM 
in St. Catharine Gym 

If you have NOT signed up for JR CYO, 
please bring your completed form with you! 

Academy of Our Lady Book Fair 
All parishioners are invited to the AOOL Book Fair.  
Scholastic Books are sold at the fundraising event.  
Proceeds benefit the AOOL library collection.  AOOL 
students may choose a book and pick it up during the 
week when their class visits.  Parents may purchase 
books for the teacher wish lists. 

TODAY!  March 21, 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
AOOL Library/Media Center 

NEXT WEEKEND’S PRESIDERS 
(always subject to change) 

Saturday   3/27   5:30 p.m. Fr. Benedetto 
Sunday     3/28   7:30 a.m. Fr. Benedetto 
   9:00 a.m. Fr. Sebastian 
  10:30 a.m. Fr. Tom 
  12:00 p.m. Fr. Joe 

 
 
 
“Come to Me, all you who find life weary and 
burdensome, and I will refresh you.”  

Mathew 11:28 
 

Our Annual Men’s Retreat at Loyola, Morristown is scheduled for the 
weekend of May 22-23, 2010.  Join your fellow parishioners for a 
weekend of solitude and spiritual enrichment. 
 

For further information, contact Joe Graziano 201-791-1359 or Bob 
McCarthy 201-652-1460. 

The Children’s Choir will be rehearsing for Easter on  
Sunday, March 28 at 9:30 a.m.  

in the Hope Room.  All children who can read through 5th grade 
are welcome, even if you have not been in the choir before.   

 
The children will sing at the noon mass on Easter Sunday.  

The choir will be rehearsing on April 25 and May 16 to 
sing on Pentecost (May 23) at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
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PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 
contact Annette Gallagher 201-612-4660 or ParishFamilyLife@stcatharinechurch.org 

Children’s Activity Booklets 
We will be trying out a Children’s activity booklet for either during or 
after Mass which will focus on the Gospel of the week.  There are 
two choices based upon the age of your child (ages 3-6 or 7-12).  
Please take one each weekend from the Narthex or the table near 
the doors of the Church with the large print missals.  Let us know 
what you think of them!  (Contact Annette - info above) 

Separated/Divorced Program 
Beginning on April 6, Mount Carmel Church will be hosting a ten-
week program to provide support for those individuals who are 
separated or divorced.  Each week the group will journey through 
the divorce process  focusing on topics such as loneliness, stress, 
self image, guilt, blame, anger, forgiveness and pathways to 
growth.  The sessions will be held on Tuesdays from 7:30 to 9 PM.  
We encourage participants to make a commitment to attend all 10 
sessions.  Everyone is welcome to this free program.  For more 
information or to join the group please call Gerard Scola at 201-
338-2743 or email him at: divorcedandseparated@yahoo.com. 

Separated, Divorced or Widowed? 
Many people who have suffered the loss of a loved one 
through separation, divorce or death feel left out of, unsure 
of themselves and uncertain about their future.  The 
Beginning Experience weekend helps single-again persons 
emerge into the light of a new beginning.  For additional 
information about the next weekend, May 21-23, contact 
Annette Gallagher, contact info above. 

 

           M.O.T.H.E.R.S. 
 

M.O.T.H.E.R.S. - Mothers Organized to 
Help, Educate, Recreate & Support.  
Mothers are invited to participate in any or all 
of our activities.  Contact Judy at 

sconorson@optonline.net or Regina at sixhartes@aol.com 
for more information.   
 

Easter Collection for Center for Food Action MICA will 
be collecting filled Easter baskets, individual Easter 
candies, plastic eggs, egg coloring kits, grass, etc.  Also, 
non-perishable food items for distribution to NJ families 
by CFA.  The greatest need is canned meat, soup and 
vegetables, macaroni and cheese, peanut butter and jelly, 
100% juice and instant potatoes.  Donations can be dropped 
off from 3/22-3/24 at the Petraitis home, 83 Birchwood.  
Contact Allison 201-857-2299 with any questions. 
 

Mom & Tot Easter Party: Fri. March 25th at 9:30 a.m. 
Please join us for breakfast, crafts and Easter fun!  Come 
hunt for eggs and bring a treat to share with everyone!  
The Easter Bunny may stop by!  $5 per child/$10 per 
family.  Questions and RSVP to morin07@optonline.net.  
 

Spring Social for Couples April 10th 7:30-10:30 p.m., 
International Night, $10 per person, featuring beer and 
wine from around the world.  Please bring you favorite 
international appetizer or dinner to serve 10-15.  RSVP to 
rectory by 4/1.  ?? contact Wend Tufano at 
tufano172@optonline.net. or Liz Cox lizcox@aol.com. 

Bereavement Group 
The parishes of St. Catharine, St. Gabriel and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel will be offering a nine week bereavement 
group for those who have lost a loved one.  The sessions will 
be held on nine consecutive Tuesdays beginning April 13 
from 10 a.m. to noon in the Ministry Center.  For more 
information or to register, please contact Gladys Van Langen 
at 201-652-8837 or gladvl@earthlink.net. 

ST. CATHARINE ASSOCIATION  
OF MATURE PARISHIONERS 

 

Our next General Meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 15th  in Community Hall.  Please use the Bell 
Tower entrance.  We will have Chase Acito for entertainment.  
We invite eligible parishioners, i.e. those fifty years or older, who 
are interested in joining to come to this meeting.  If anyone is in 
need of transportation to the meeting please call Ronnie 
Fleissner at 201-447-4580.  

CYO 
Today:  4PM Retreat Homecoming 
APRIL 3: ALL PARISHIONERS:  PLEASE 
JOIN US FOR CYO STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS AT 7:30 PM IN CHURCH 
 

March 28 & April 4 : NO CYO SEPARATION & DIVORCE MINISTRY 
Our ministry’s mission is to provide the most effective healing process 
for those who are either separated, divorced or have experienced the 
end of a relationship.  Participants learning the process of change, 
communication, self-awareness and a path for growth and self esteem.  
We have trained team members facilitating the sensitive emotions of 
anger, guilt, depression, self love, loneliness, fear, anxiety and grief.  
The experience of feelings will be shared with consideration and 
confidentiality.  We listen, reflect, respond and pray.  This is truly an 
invitation to those who are grieving the loss of their relationships to 
move on with hope and a renewed appreciation of life.  Our sessions 
begin Monday, March 29th to May 24th at 7:30-9:00 p.m. at the Church 
of the Presentation.  For info call Milli Stellatos 201-327-1313 ext. 812.   
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Please Note the Date Change! 
Tuesday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center meeting 
room the St. Catharine’s Peace and Justice Committee will be 
meeting to discuss plans for the year.  Our new priest, Fr. Joe, 
will be joining the committee as a moderator/advisor.  We invite 
all who are interested in learning and pursuing themes in 
Catholic Social Justice teaching to come and join us.  For 
questions contact Lynn Mayer 201-652-6870. 

Peace and Justice Corner 
 

What is the remedy for the gap between rich and poor? 
 

In a word development, but this term requires explanation since one 
finds in Catholic Social Teaching an evolution in its usage. One might 
say that there has been development in the church's teaching on 
development! 
 

Although John XIII called in 1961 for increased financial aid and 
emergency assistance to poor nations where this was needed, he 
realized the underlying causes of the plight of the world's poor had to 
be addressed in a new way. The year he wrote Mater et Magistra 
was also the beginning of the U.N. First Development Decade. There 
was optimism that something akin to the Marshall Plan, which helped 
rebuild postwar Europe, might happen in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. 
 

John laid out three basic norms for development: (a) the internal 
affairs of poor nations should be reformed to ensure efficiency and 
fairness (#167-68); (b) all efforts should be made to avoid a cultural 
imperialism by which economically advanced nations disrupt the 
cultural systems of aid recipients (#169-71); and (c) new 
developments in international economic life should not lead to an 
economic colonialism that replaces the older political colonialism 
experienced by a number of the poor nations (#172). 
 

Paul VI articulated a threefold obligation of the richer nations: the 
duty of human solidarity, the duty of social justice and the duty of 
universal charity (Populorum Progressio, #44). The first duty, human 
solidarity,  pointed out the need for generous and wisely planned aid 
to poorer nations (#45-55). The second duty of social justice 
required nations to address in a systematic manner the necessary 
reform of the economic framework governing international trade 
(#56-65). Finally, Paul wrote of the duty of charity that called for 
sensitivity to cultural differences and respect for local customs, as 
well as hospitality toward immigrants and a spirit of mutual 
collaboration between rich and poor (#66-75). 
 

The above is taken from an excellent introductory work on Catholic 
social teaching entitled Responses to 101 Questions on Catholic 
Social Teaching by Kenneth R. Himes O.F.M. 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
April 11, 2010 

21st Anniversary Celebration in Thanksgiving 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday will be celebrated as follows: 
 

3:00 p.m. – The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said on Church 
grounds.  Louise Pacos will lead it weather permitting.  Chaplet will 
begin in Church if weather is inclement. 
 

3:15-4:15 p.m. – The Divine Mercy Penance Program will begin in 
Church. 
 

4:15-5:15 p.m. – The Divine Mercy Eucharistic Holy Hour will 
begin; confessions offered at this time. 
 

5:15-6:15 p.m. – The Divine Mercy Closing Benediction will 
follow. 
 

Incensing of the Blessed Sacrament & The Divine Mercy Image 
 

Veneration of the First Class Relic of Saint Faustina Kowulska to the 
public. 
 

All are invited to a beautiful, grace filled day. Come join us! 
For further information, call the Rectory at 201-445-3703. 

 

Divine Mercy Novena 
The Divine Mercy Novena, starts on Good Friday for nine 
days, ending Holy Saturday (to be said privately).  Divine 
Mercy Devotional Booklets will be placed on the table in the 
narthex of the Church before Good Friday for those who 
would like to purchase one. 

Divine Mercy: The Message 
The explanation given to Saint Faustina Kowalska is (her diary, p 
699) Jesus told her Mankind will not have peace until they turn to 
the Fount of My Mercy, which is The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and The Holy Eucharist. 
 

Jesus told her the soul who will go to confession (beforehand) and 
receive Holy Communion (on that day) shall obtain complete 
forgiveness of sins and punishment. 
 

On that day, all floodgates are opened.  Divine Mercy Sunday 
graces flow not from particular devotional practices, but from the 
Eucharist and its worthy reception.  It is the living Lord, who is 
truly present in the Eucharist, who pours out special graces of 
regeneration on those who unite themselves to Him in Holy 
Communion on this particular Sunday. 
 

To fittingly observe Divine Mercy Sunday we should: 
   1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after Easter. 
   2. Sincerely repent of all our sins. 
   3. Place our complete trust in Jesus. 
   4. Go to Confession, preferably before that Sunday. 
   5. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the Feast. 
   6. Venerate the Image of the Divine Mercy. 
   7. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words and  
       prayers on their behalf. 

How to Report Abuse: 
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of 
sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, religious and lay staff of 
the Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of 
sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that we may take 
appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims of 
sexual abuse.  Individuals who wish to report on allegations of sexual 
misconduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child & 
Youth Protection, 201-407-3256. 









 
 DATE: March 15, 2010                                                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
   
 PRESIDENT OF U.S. BISHOPS SAYS COST IS TOO HIGH, LOSS IS TOO GREAT FOR HEALTH CARE BILL NOT TO BE REVISED 
   
 WASHINGTON—Cardinal Francis George of Chicago, President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, issued the following 
statement on the state of health care reform: 
   
 Statement by Cardinal Francis George, OMI 
   
 The Cost is too High; the Loss is too Great 
   
The Catholic Bishops of the United States have long and consistently advocated for the reform of the American health care system. Their 
experience in health care and in Catholic parishes has acquainted them with the anguish of mothers who are unable to afford prenatal care, of 
families unable to ensure quality care for their children, and of those who cannot obtain insurance because of preexisting conditions. 
  

 Throughout the discussion on health care over the last year, the bishops have advocated a bipartisan approach to solving our national health 
care needs. They have urged that all who are sick, injured or in need receive necessary and appropriate medical assistance, and that no one be 
deliberately killed through an expansion of federal funding of abortion itself or of insurance plans that cover abortion. These are the provisions of 
the long standing Hyde amendment, passed annually in every federal bill appropriating funds for health care; and surveys show that this 
legislation reflects the will of the majority of our fellow citizens. The American people and the Catholic bishops have been promised that, in any 
final bill, no federal funds would be used for abortion and that the legal status quo would be respected. 
   

 However, the bishops were left disappointed and puzzled to learn that the basis for any vote on health care will be the Senate bill passed on 
Christmas Eve. Notwithstanding the denials and explanations of its supporters, and unlike the bill approved by the House of Representatives in 
November, the Senate bill deliberately excludes the language of the Hyde amendment. It expands federal funding and the role of the federal 
government in the provision of abortion procedures. In so doing, it forces all of us to become involved in an act that profoundly violates the 
conscience of many, the deliberate destruction of unwanted members of the human family still waiting to be born. 
 

What do the bishops find so deeply disturbing about the Senate bill? The points at issue can be summarized briefly.  The status quo in federal 
abortion policy, as reflected in the Hyde Amendment, excludes abortion from all health insurance plans receiving federal subsidies. In the Senate 
bill, there is the provision that only one of the proposed multi-state plans will not cover elective abortions – all other plans (including other multi-
state plans) can do so, and receive federal tax credits. This means that individuals or families in complex medical circumstances will likely be 
forced to choose and contribute to an insurance plan that funds abortions in order to meet their particular health needs. 
   

Further, the Senate bill authorizes and appropriates billions of dollars in new funding outside the scope of the appropriations bills covered by the 
Hyde amendment and similar provisions. As the bill is written, the new funds it appropriates over the next five years, for Community Health 
Centers for example (Sec. 10503), will be available by statute for elective abortions, even though the present regulations do conform to the Hyde 
amendment. Regulations, however, can be changed at will, unless they are governed by statute. 
  

Additionally, no provision in the Senate bill incorporates the longstanding and widely supported protection for conscience regarding abortion as 
found in the Hyde/Weldon amendment. Moreover, neither the House nor Senate bill contains meaningful conscience protection outside the 
abortion context. Any final bill, to be fair to all, must retain the accommodation of the full range of religious and moral objections in the provision 
of health insurance and services that are contained in current law, for both individuals and institutions. 
 

This analysis of the flaws in the legislation is not completely shared by the leaders of the Catholic Health Association. They believe, moreover, 
that the defects that they do recognize can be corrected after the passage of the final bill. The bishops, however, judge that the flaws are so 
fundamental that they vitiate the good that the bill intends to promote. Assurances that the moral objections to the legislation can be met only 
after the bill is passed seem a little like asking us, in Midwestern parlance, to buy a pig in a poke. 
  

 What is tragic about this turn of events is that it needn’t have happened. The status quo that has served our national consensus and respected 
the consciences of all with regard to abortion is the Hyde amendment. The House courageously included an amendment applying the Hyde 
policy to its Health Care bill passed in November. Its absence in the Senate bill and the resulting impasse are not an accident. Those in the 
Senate who wanted to purge the Hyde amendment from this national legislation are obstructing the reform of health care. 
 

This is not quibbling over technicalities. The deliberate omission in the Senate Bill of the necessary language that could have taken this moral 
question off the table and out of play leaves us still looking for a way to meet the President’s and our concern to provide health care for those 
millions whose primary care physician is now an emergency room doctor. As Pope Benedict told Ambassador to the Holy See Miguel H. Diaz 
when he presented his credentials as the United States government’s representative to the Holy See, there is “an indissoluble bond between an 
ethic of life and every other aspect of social ethics.” 
   

Two basic principles, therefore, continue to shape the concerns of the Catholic bishops: health care means taking care of the health needs of all, 
across the human life span; and the expansion of health care should not involve the expansion of abortion funding and of polices forcing 
everyone to pay for abortions. Because these principles have not been respected, despite the good that the bill under consideration intends or 
might achieve, the Catholic bishops regretfully hold that it must be opposed unless and until these serious moral problems are addressed. 
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